
On the 30th Anniversary of the 
Heritage Commission



 Toronto Star reporter and poet, Dorothy 
Livesay, met pioneer Constance Cox on 
the street in PG in late July 1947



PG Citizen, November 3, 1947, p.2





 On September 29, Mrs. Cox was back in town 
and offered her collection to the PG Citizen

 Citizen editorial, October 13 – “A Great Offer”

 City Council said no offer had been received 
by them (November 14)

 “Mrs. Cox Repeats Museum Offer, Says She 
Didn’t Expect So Much Discussion!” November 
24, 1949

 Citizen editorial Nov 24 – Museum Dilly-Dally

 1950 – 1953 - Mrs. Cox moved to PG, and 
spoke at several events, highlighting artefacts 



January 1956 - Historical Society to be 
established 



 May 1956 - PG Rotary Committee 
created a historical society, the Fort 
George branch of the BC Historical 
Society

 Seven committees established
 Filing and cataloguing

 Recording old timers’ memoirs

 Publicity

 Photography

 Research

 Sites and monuments

 Archeological investigation

June 1956 - Public appeal for relics

 Next – plan to move the 
Alexander Mackenzie cairn to 
the site of the old HBC post 
and reconstruct a “fort” with a 
park and playground by 
summer 1957 to coincide with 
150th anniversary of the 
establishment of Fort George
 Shelley First Nation donated 

$500 that would be matched 
by the parks board

 Nothing happened  



 Mrs. Cox’s 100 exhibit collection was 
displayed in the library, then put into storage

 January 1957 – collection displayed in the 
Caine building

 October 1957 – a log cabin museum was built 
in the auditorium of the new Civic Centre – 16 x 
20 x 12 high

 Nov 28, 1957 – museum needs lanterns –
contact Mrs. Bridget Moran

 Dec 9, 1957 – Grand Opening – Granny 
Seymour cuts the ribbon 



 May 28 – July 2 – Canoe brigade 
recreated Simon Fraser’s trip down 
the Fraser (movie made by CBC)

 June – August – BC’s Centennial 
Caravan made two stops at Jay’s 
Autosales – early July and late 
August

 August – Fort St. James to PG canoe 
race



Next to the 

Alexander 

Mackenzie Cairn 

and Mr. PG



 1964 - Museum artifacts mothballed as Chamber needs space (PG Citizen Jan 15 
1964, p.1)

 Feb 1967 - Museum moves to old City Hall council rooms (PG Citizen Feb 10 1967, p.1)

 June 1968 -Mayor Dezell and Nechako Kiwanis Club looking to build a Fort George 
stockade – 225 ft square with 2 bastions, south of Fort George park overlooking the 
slough (PG Citizen June 13, 1968, p.3)

 October 1969 Nechako Kiwanis to build stockade at the end of 20th Ave NE with two 
longhouses – they’ve received $25,000 in materials so far and 2300 man hours of 
labour (PG Citizen Oct 21, 1969, p.3)

 June 1970 - Stockade up against PG Theatre Workshop for ’71 Centennial funding; 
Kiwanis won $125,000 for museum (PG Citizen, June 16, 1970, p.1; July 7, 1970, p.1)

 Fall ’70–Spring ’71 Construction of stockade and foundation of museum (PG Citizen 
Nov 2, 1970, p.9; March 16, 1971, p.2) 

 Feb 17, 1971 – Fraser Fort George Museum Society established



 Museum not finished in time for 
Royal visit



 November 22, 1971 – Grand Opening

 May 15, 1972 – Official opening by 
Governor General 

 Plans to add two longhouses, but the 
stockade and museum are in debt





June 1976

 Fundraising campaign launched to 
raise $50,000 towards expected 
$540,000 cost of a new museum – 3 
phases include exterior construction 
with $197,000 insurance + $50,000 in 
public funds; interior + public areas 
$238,000; and 3, $48,000 for special 
equipment, humidity controls and 
lighting – deadline spring 1978 (PG 
Citizen Jun 11, 1976, p.1)

 May 1977 - Plans to move the 
museum; budget set at $425,000, but 
all bids came in over budget (PG 
Citizen, May 4, 1977, p.3; May 9, 1977, 
p.3)

 1977 – 1980 - New museum built – cost 
$780,000

Grand Opening 1980? 

Depends on having something to display







Perry house debate 1980 – to 
buy or not; designate or not?

Owner sold to developer –
house moved to Mud River

Condo built



1984 -

Walking tour 

guides for the 

Millar 

Addition & 

Central Fort 

George



BC 
HERITAGE 
CONFERE

NCE, JUNE 
1985

 7th annual BC Heritage conference in PG 
June 6-9 

 conference secretary Kent Sedgwick 

 trip to Fort St. James & Vanderhoof    
Heritage Village

 workshops on 

 outdoor artifacts (Barkerville and 
BC Forest Museum)

 heritage rivers and trails

 fire atlases

 native heritage

 heritage signs and plaques



 March 1987 - Stockade remnants torn down

 July 1987 - the promotions committee of the Prince George Visitor and Convention 
Bureau identified six downtown locations as “historic buildings” – committee will 
provide signs: federal building at 3rd & Quebec, Knox United Church, Northern 
Hardware, Prince George Hotel, Rosel’s restaurant & city hall. (PG Citizen July 1, 
1987, p. 12)

 1992 -Ted Williams receives Governor General’s Community Service Award for his 
heritage work (PG Citizen Dec 24, 1992, p.3)

 1993 - Prince George Homes 1915 – 1930: A Heritage Project  (PG City files doc 
#11958)



February 1995

 First chair – Daphne Baldwin

 Monica Becott

 Bev Christensen 

 Trelle Morrow 

 Richard Rowe

 Ted Williams

December 1995



 May 1996 - Heritage River Trails and 8 signs (PG Citizen May 30, 1996, p.50)

 1997 -Trelle Morrow, chair

 Ginter house to be demolished (PG Citizen Nov 14, 1997, p.1)

 Feb 1999 - New action plan for CHC: create an inventory & vision statement; action 
plan presented to Council; develop a heritage strategy with public input for the 
Official Community Plan; develop specific heritage tools (PG Citizen, Fe. 11, 1999, 
p.15)

 Community Heritage Commission report on proposed name change for Ron Brent 
Elementary (PG Citizen Feb. 23, 1999, p. 3) Teresa Healy, chair, with Ramona Rose, 
Stuart McIntosh

 Feb 2000 - Heritage Week kicks off – Kent Sedgwick talk about the Millar addition

 Jan., Apr 2000 - Ads in Citizen for volunteers





 2005 - Corey Walker, chair

 2006-7 - Joachim Graber, chair – 2006 Report – recommended a Registry, and “to establish a part-time 
heritage planning function.” 

 March 8 2007 - CHC Report to Council recommending that a Heritage Register be established, following 
recommendations from Donald Luxton’s Heritage Strategic Plan of March 2006

 Four heritage houses added to the Register: South Fort George School House; Sixth Ave Liquor Store; 
federal                                        govt building at 3rd & Quebec; and Nechako Crossing

 2009 - PG Community Foundation nominees for Citizen of the Year include Renee Trepanier, on the CHC

 2010 - Mayor’s Task Force for a Better Downtown – 13 locations identified for signs (PG Citizen April 3, 
2010, p.3)
 PG Heritage Context Study – after workshop in October 2009 created PG’s heritage inventory

 CHC meeting April 29 at City Hall at noon, Harv Smerychynski, chair

 CHC meeting May 27 at City Hall at noon; 13 signs are up (PG Citizen, July 2, 2010, p.7)

 Downtown walking tours offered all summer from library (PG Citizen, July 8, 2010, p. 17)

 2011 - Valerie Giles media contact re Moffat House Heritage Citation Award (Feb 23, 2011)

 Proposal for 9 more signs (June 13, 2011)



 2012-15 - Jeff Elder, chair, with Shannon Cameron, Cheryl Livingstone-Leman, 
Dorothy Friesen, Kirk Gable

 Dec 2012 - Bob Campbell (Curator, The Exploration Place) nominated for Jeanne 
Clarke Local History Service Award – ex-officio member of the PGHC; 22 
downtown signs & others along the Heritage River Trails (City files)

 2013 - Picture postcards (16) commemorate heritage houses (PG Citizen Mar 13, 
2013 online) 

 June 25 2013 - “Cultural Expressions of the Lheidli T’enneh” exhibit opens at The 
Exploration Place co-hosted by TEP & PGHC

 Calls for ideas & sponsors for PG 100th anniversary – 350 came in; $200,000

 Feb 21 2014 - Sacred Heart Cathedral recognized (PG City Media Release, Dr. 
Valerie Giles, media contact)



 Mayor Lynn Hall, Lheidli 
Chief Dominic Frederick, 
Ed Debvc, Manager Husky 
Energy refinery and Murry 
Krause unveil a heritage 
sign on community trails 
along the Nechako and 
Fraser Rivers, March 1, 
2015 (PG Citizen, March 1, 
2015, p.1) 

 McInnis Lighting named a 
historic place (PG Citizen 
March 6, 2015)

 City’s 100th anniversary 
built on village’s ashes (PG 
Citizen March 7, 2015)



 2015 - 2016- Munro/Moffat house & Pitman House added to Register (March 8, 
2017 annual report; PG Citizen, Jan 12, 2017, p.14; 100 PG Icons website; 15 
signs along Centennial Trail Loop (total now 35 signs); monthly meetings

 2017 - Caroline Ross, chair, with Trelle Morrow, Jeff Elder, irk Gable, Betty-June 
Gair, Valerie Giles, & Erica Hernandez-Read

 November - Quinson School (Trelle Morrow, architect) heritage recognized (PG 
Citizen Nov 29 2017, p.3)

 2018-19 – not much accomplished

 2020 – 22 – COVID impact – not much accomplished

 2023 – heritage sign inventory

 November 2024 – heritage stakeholder meeting



Work with 
stakeholders (City of 
PG, Heritage 
Commission, Prince 
George Public 
Library, The 
Exploration Place 
and the Lheidli 
T’enneh) to reimagine 
and update heritage 
signs



On the Register today (after 18 years)

6 residential landmarks 

4 architectural commercial 
landmarks 

2 school structures, 

2 tree-lined road landscapes 

1 site of a series of crossings of the 
Nechako River

Proposal to broaden the definition of 
heritage and invite the public to 
suggest 

Heritage 

Commission will set 

the stage

Engage public & 

stakeholders in 

spring/summer 2025 

Evaluate 

submissions 

Create a new, 

enlarge Registry 



 Peopling the Land - migration and immigration, 
settlement, and the relationship between people and 
the environment

 Developing Economies – hunting and gathering, 
extraction and production, trade and commerce, 
technology and engineering

 Governing Prince George – politics and political 
processes, government institutions, security and law, 
military and defense,

 Building Social and Community Life – community 
organizations, religious institutions, education and 
social well-being, and social movements

 Expressing Intellectual and Cultural Life – learning 
and the arts, architecture and design, science, sports 
and leisure, and philosophy and spirituality

From the PG 

Heritage 

Context Study, 

2010



Transport heritage

Educational heritage

Recreational heritage

Industrial heritage

Landscape heritage



To develop and add to these “subthemes” to create a 
Heritage Framework that will:

Assist our thinking on what the community values and 
considers the heritage of Prince George

 Inspire ideas for interpreting and presenting Prince 
George’s heritage back to the community

Highlight the potential for cultural heritage to play an 
active and central role in meaningful and sustainable 
urban planning and community development 



Questions?


