
URBAN FARMSCAPE SOCIETY
From heritage homestead to community farm: a year in review
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Resolution from Mayor and Council - June, 2023:

The Council directs Administration to report back to Council on the 
proposal from the Queensway 5 Coalition regarding options on 
acquiring land located at the Queensway Farm [...]

Carried unanimously.



Pre-Coalition Queensway 5 Coalition

● Coalition organizes and 
p re s e n ts  to  City of Princ e  
Ge org e

● REAPS h os t s  ou r p re - s oc ie ty 
m e e t ing s

● Cons u lta t ion  w ith  c u rre n t  
ow ne rs  of la nd

● Se t  re c u rring  m on th ly 
m e e t ing s  

● Fa c ilit a te  w orks h op s  to  d e fine  
p u rp os e  of Soc ie ty

Urban Farmscape Society

● Form a lly re g is te r a s  a  Soc ie ty

● Soc ie ty’s  p u rp os e  is  to  
c on t inue  to  a d voc a te  for 
d e s ig na t ion  of la nd  a s  a  
c om m unity fa rm  a nd  fu tu re  
m a na g e m e n t

● Ab orig ina l Bus ine s s  
De ve lop m e n t  Ce n t re  h os t s  
Soc ie ty m e e t ing s

● Cont inue  to  c onne c t  w ith  
c om m unity th roug h  ta b ling ,  
p re s e n ta t ions

● Ap p ra is a l o f th e  la nd

Pa s s iona te  c om m unity 
m e m b e rs  a nd  e s ta b lis h e d  
non- p rofit s  form  a round  a  
s h a re d  vis ion



THE URBAN FARMSCAPE SOCIETY IS…
● …a grassroots coalition of 

community members and 
nonprofits

● …dedicated to enhancing food 
security and food sovereignty in 
Prince George

● …rapidly growing with over 140 
members and a variety of 
established non -profit supporters
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OUR REQUEST
● That the City purchase the 5 acres of 

la n d  from  th e  c u rre n t  ow n e rs  a s  
o ffe re d

● Th a t  th e  City p la c e s  a  re s t ric t ive  
c ove n a n t  on  th e  la n d  to  lim it  
d e ve lop m e n t  to  th a t  o f a  c om m un ity 
fa rm

● Th a t  th e  City d e s ig n a te s  th e  Urb a n  
Fa rm s c a p e  Soc ie ty to  m a n a g e  s a id  
c om m un ity fa rm

p g urb a n fa rm s c a p e @g m a il.c om le t s e a t loc a lp g .c om /u rb a n - fa rm s c a p e



A sincere thank you to C.H. Godfrey Appraisals for their pro -bono appraisal of this land



BENEFITS OF THE PROPOSED COMMUNITY FARM
● Increases access to locally -grown food for the entirety of Prince 

George and food security for neighbourhoods such as the VLA 
and South Fort George

● With close proximity to Ron Brent Elementary School, Gateway 
Lodge, and Magnolia Gardens, the farm creates community 
space for multi -generational learning and food production

● Established trail networks and parks make the space into a 
destination for locals and tourists alike

● Creates a unique and historic legacy project for Prince George
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POSSIBLE PROJECT EXAMPLES
● Regional Food Hub
● Ga rd e n s  to  p rovid e  fo r food - in s e c ure  

p e op le
● La n d  for p e op le  in  a p a rtm e n ts  o r re n ta l 

h ous in g  to  g row  food
● A food  e d uc a t ion  a n d  w orks h op  c e n te r
● Ag ric u ltu ra l re s e a rc h  s ite s  fo r CNC a n d  

UNBC

The Butler Urban Farm in Kamloops and the Black 
Creek Community Farm in Toronto are successful 
examples
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ALIGNMENT WITH THE CITY’S OBJECTIVES

“The City should consider acquiring land to support sustainable 
food systems… A city farm and farmer resource centre that 

supports both urban and rural agriculture” (policy 11.3.2, PG OCP) 

“Support agricultural and food systems planning to improve the 
current state of food systems and to encourage local food self-

reliance.” (policy 7.3.7, PG OCP)

“Create community gardens, orchards, and greenhouses.” (p28, 
OCP Review “What We Heard Report”) 

“Support multi-organizational collaboration for sustainable food 
systems in Northern BC” (p18, My PG Sustainability Plan)
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PARTNERS AND SUPPORTERS
The Aboriginal Business Development Centre
- m e e t in g  s p a c e  a n d  e q u ip m e n t ,  

p rom ot ion a l m a te ria ls  p rin t in g

Eve ryon e  At  th e  Ta b le  Colle c t ive
- w e b s ite  h os t ,  g ra p h ic  d e s ig n ,  o rg a n iz e d  

th e  fo rm a t ion  of ou r in it ia l c o lle c t ive  

REAPS
- h os te d  a n d  s up p orte d  ou r in it ia l 

m e e t in g s

Many other organizations and individuals have 
been supporting the Urban Farmscape Initiative
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Importance of Regional Food Sovereignty 
● Average monthly cost for a nutritious 

food  b a s ke t  fo r a  fa m ily o f fou r $ 1,3 0 0 .0 0  
p e r m on th  1

● 1 in  5   Brit is h  Colum b ia ns  e xp e rie nc e  
s om e  d e g re e  o f food  in s e c u rity 2

● Northe rn  BC c om m unit ie s  fa c e  h ig he s t  
ove ra ll hous e ho ld  food  in s e c u rity ra te 3

● In  Northe rn  In te rio r BC,  8 % of you th  ha d  
c u t  the  s iz e  o f the ir m e a ls  o r s kip p e d  
m e a ls  b e c a us e  the re  w a s  no t  e noug h  
m one y fo r food  a nd  12 % w e n t  to  b e d  
hung ry a t  le a s t  s om e t im e s  fo r the  s a m e  
re a s on (BC Ad ole s c e n t  He a lth  Su rve y 
2 0 2 3 )
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Provincial Action

BC PRS 2024 10 Year Vision:

Build on recent historic 
investments in food security 
by: 

“Enhancing province wide 
infrastructure and co-
ordination to better support 
access and distribution of 
food (e.g., through non-profit 
community food hubs and 
regional distribution centres)
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Success Story 
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THE FOLLOWING BELIEVE THIS IS AN IMPORTANT PROJECT FOR OUR COMMUNITY

● Chief Logan of the Lheidli T’enneh
● PG Na t ive  Frie nd s h ip  Ce n t re
● Dr Ka thy Le w is ,  In te rim  Vic e  Pre s id e n t  

o f Re s e a rc h  a nd  Innova t ion ,  UNBC
● Dr Am e lia  Me rric k,  Ac t ing  De a n ,  

Ac c e s s  a nd  Con t inu ing  Ed uc a t ion ,  CNC
● Pub lic  He a lth  As s oc ia t ion  o f BC
● Am e lia  Ga lla n t ,  Northe rn  He a lth  

Re g iona l Le a d  o f Food  Se c u rity 
● Dr Ra c he l Kling ,  Me d ic a l He a lth  Offic e r,  

Northe rn  He a lth
● Com m unity Fu tu re s  o f FFG

● REAPS
● Eve ryone  At  the  Ta b le  Colle c t ive
● Live  We ll Princ e  Ge org e
● Que e ns w a y Ga rd e n  Soc ie ty
● Dis t ric t  C Fa rm e rs ’ In s t itu te
● Ec o- Living  Com m unity Soc ie ty
● Annie  Booth ,  PhD,  Environm e n ta l a nd  

Sus ta ina b ility Stud ie s ,  UNBC
● Colin  Dring ,  PhD,  Environm e n t  a nd  

Sus ta ina b ility,  Roya l Roa d s  Un ive rs ity
● Da vid  J  Conne ll,  PhD,  Ec os ys te m  Sc ie nc e  

a nd  Ma na g e m e n t ,  UNBC
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QUESTIONS ?
COMMENTS?

Please email pgurbanfarmscape@gmail.com if you have questions after the presentation.
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