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DATE:   May 16, 2024 

TO:   COUNCIL 

NAME AND TITLE:  Simon Yu, Mayor 

SUBJECT:   Rural and Northern Immigration Pilot Program 

ATTACHMENT(S): Expanding the benefits of immigration in rural and northern communities. 2022 Press Release: 

Expanding the benefits of immigration in rural and northern communities  - Canada.ca  

RECOMMENDATION(S):  

 

1. THAT Council RECEIVE FOR INFORMATION the report dated May 16, 2024, from Mayor Yu 

titled, “Rural and Northern Immigration Pilot”.  

 

2. THAT Council AUTHORIZES the Office of the Mayor to write to the Minister of Immigration, 

Refugees and Citizenship requesting that the City of Prince George be added to future 

rounds of the Rural and Northern Immigration Pilot program should any take place.  

 
 

PURPOSE: 

This report is intended to provide council with information on a federal pilot program launched in 

2022 titled, Rural and Northern Immigration Pilot, which aims to support communities in 

recommending candidates for permanent residency who have in demand skill sets which would 

benefit the community.   

   
BACKGROUND:  
The Rural and Northern Immigration Pilot (RNIP) is a community-driven program. It’s designed to 

spread the benefits of economic immigration to smaller communities by creating a path to 

permanent residence for skilled foreign workers who want to work and live in one of the participating 

communities.  

 

Eleven rural and northern communities have been selected as part of the new Rural and Northern 

Immigration Pilot to invite newcomers:  

 

- Deadline for communities to demonstrate they met eligibility criteria was March 11, 2019.  

- Original Federal announcement was June 14, 2019; backgrounder.  

- Launch of the program took place in 2020; the program has been extended several times. 

 

The participating communities were selected as a representative sample of the regions across 

Canada to assist in collecting information on how the program may be best delivered nationally.  

 

https://www.canada.ca/en/immigration-refugees-citizenship/news/2022/08/expanding-the-benefits-of-immigration-in-rural-and-northern-communities.html
https://d2gt7704.na1.hs-sales-engage.com/Ctc/W4+23284/d2GT7704/JjT4YGXpW50kH_H6lZ3nvW7M9pTq8Bg-tjW8XFZRX1Gtbr9W6HqP0c6gWbGwW8188WG2cNmX6W2gndQb5MRQRQW2ZjcCL3X6p7cW6fk6J23zdsDNN2hH6s5dz5F3W83K8gK27NP-QW5S8D9F98DySXW8vq7yf2WpkzqW7Yf38w4qtplTVChpcc8Ynr6FVWJ7Md5qt5-TVfwKXX3yJ1pXW7_H9bc3JNRYdW9j2qn579lf9FW7Kzk5f9480_QW7DTR966FkhTdW5DSBfm7PrW5WN2tNlnwTCB-_W2Yr16T8PTD0JW1vrXFR21jlRVW7_QgYR6s9Yk-W87NJN33JzVw_W7T5ggH2dqZrBW3Q_05j5r319-T9m0V2YzvGyW26QkJt77PPmsW5c19Zl24fjCsW30P_PQ4HN_s-N2rhHXGQdl56djDvkP04
https://d2gt7704.na1.hs-sales-engage.com/Ctc/W4+23284/d2GT7704/JkM4YGXpW6N1X8z6lZ3mJW7KdKVf8XvhHhW3Py36W8PMxrZW1Dmcyd8x9nQZW2RxRD716KPvjN5lGNd0lXMCrW3SYgb27MvV6XW2ZqpYC1Ng2dcN1vDqpLmdvwvN7xQj0m2N2PZW6SN2cB7wXDkGVhGn0h26c4b9N2s6pJF5cgXsW5WgRNT7TPDVPV89xvV43krhVW8wDpp33lK5T4W8cDt2X3xNf0HW2yF_Yt7xjMwjN7QP4VpDLMqhW8LdzlM8nsQhdN4B20pKbtrNFW6mG4zv795-RDMpgF3xng1T0W88pclw7VfP82W40YhRZ20YyknW7wPwxW618G9NW8XcRWv10HNVmN6X_53fYsSXZW4QLymT8vP_RzW4C6tgq659-ZJN8P_FkVMJjDhW6DPX8d49f-mBN8qKR8GJpYc3W2vvBzg73XHWrW4XPskp80MzDmVC19ks73GzQtW2B0C_797R6GpW1djYTB1PxQM9W4jPJPn5p18p7f1wjv1l04
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The Ministry of Immigration, Refugees and Citizenship (IRCC), who is responsible for this program, 

has stated the 11 communities were selected based on their economic needs and the presence of 

resources and community partners required to administer the pilot. The following communities are 

participants in the program:  

 

1. North Bay, ON  

2. Sudbury, ON  

3. Timmins, ON  

4. Sault Ste. Marie, ON  

5. Thunder Bay, ON  

6. Brandon, MB  

7. Altona/Rhineland, MB  

8. Moose Jaw, SK  

9. Claresholm, AB  

10. Vernon, BC  

11. West Kootenay (Trail, Castlegar, Rossland, Nelson), BC  

 

As this pilot is community-driven, the participating communities are required to:  

 

 assess prospective permanent residency candidates who:  

 

o best fit the economic needs of these communities.  

o have a genuine employment opportunity that meets their community requirements. 

o have the intention of staying in the community. 

 

 recommend candidates for permanent residence to IRCC for a final decision.  

 connect newcomers with settlement services and mentoring opportunities with established 

members of the community.  

 

There are quickly approaching deadlines related to the end of the current pilot for applicants:  

 

 July 31, 2024: Deadline for communities to recommend candidates 

 August 31, 2024: Deadline for candidates to submit a permanent residence application to 

IRCC 

 

I asses that this program would have benefited the City of Prince George had the community been 

chosen as a location at the start of this program. Should an expansion of the pilot take place I would 

like to communicate our interest in being considered for participation to the Minister responsible for 

the program.  

 
STRATEGIC PRIORITIES:  
Growing our community and labour pool through thoughtful immigration supports many strategic 

priorities, including building a strong, resilient and diverse economy in Prince George.  

 
FINANCIAL CONSIDERATIONS:  
There are no known financial considerations stemming from the recommendations of this report. As 

more information becomes available further reports highlight the cost of participation will follow as 

may be appropriate.  
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SUMMARY AND CONCLUSION:  
This report provides information on a recently announced federal pilot program and requests Council 

support to inquire on having Prince George considered as an addition to the list of participating 

communities.  

   
RESPECTFULLY SUBMITTED: 
 

Simon Yu, Mayor 

Meeting Date: 2024 /05/27 

 


