
City of Prince George
Tree Protection Bylaw 

No. 6343, 1995
Rationale and Recommendations for Updates

December 5th, 2022

ENVS 230: Introduction to Environmental Policy
with Dr. Sinead Earley
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Sustainable Cities 
and Urban Trees

• OCP review process
• Wider levels of 

public input
• Recommended 

updates to Bylaw
• Youth perspective
• Holistic approach



Purpose and Language
Purpose 
● current limitations
● core objective for bylaw success: tree 

protection

Language 

Ø Lessons from case studies: Kamloops 
and the Town of Gibsons

● Interpretation 
● Purpose 

● Expansion of Definition section 

● Accessibility: bylaw availability in 
multiple languages (Carrier/Dakelh, 
Punjabi, German, Tagalog, etc.)



Expansion of Protected Area
Existing Protected Area

● AG Greenbelt (rural zone)
● Select riparian zones

Riparian Zones

● Ecosystem services
● Earth retention

Urban Areas

● Included in expanded zone
● Applies to new development 

The Tree Protection Bylaw should apply across all 
zones within the City of Prince George.

Image credit: pgmap.princegeorge.ca



Tree Replacement, Retention, and Care
Replacement

● Currently no species specification for 
replacement trees

● Relevance to tree species that are removed

Retention

● Currently no tree retention guidance 
● Arboriculture/urban forester maintenance

Care

● Tree health managed or monitored by 
certified arborists Image credit: City of Prince George



Urban Livability
Demographic Representation
● Increase active engagement and community 

participation
● Recognize Prince George as a space for students 

and young professionals to live and grow
Equity, Diversity, and Inclusion
● Low-income residents 
● Racialized residents

Urban Green Infrastructure
● Urban heat islands
● Heat domes

Human Health
● Improve mental health (e.g., reduce stress)
● Improve physical health (e.g., physical activity, 

social contact)
Image Credit: City of Prince George



Community Profiles

Learning from Other Communities

● Require two-for-one tree replacement

● Require a security deposit for replacement of trees and their maintenance

○ Where a tree cannot be replaced on the property, require cash in lieu, with 

the money going towards the planting and maintenance of City trees

● Require consultation with professionals with horticulture, planting design and 

arboriculture expertise to review significant development applications

● Develop procedures for ensuring that tree protection and management bylaws 

are enforced



Recommendations
● Acknowledge impact of green space and 

green infrastructure on residents

● Recognize Prince George as an urban 
heat island

● Revise Bylaw to expand protected areas

● Update the Recommended Tree List with 
certified arborists and City planners

● Include tree protection provisions in 
other municipal legislation
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Prince George exists 
within an urban forest.

Resources:

ENVS 230 Report 

HealthyPlan.city/en

Thank you
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Julie Forrest, Tate Fowler, Ben Gadd, Naledi Mphafi, King’ori Mwangi, Riana Smith


